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Executive Director’s Report 

 The Georgia Mountains Regional Commission (GMRC) has submitted its Organization of 
Ethics to Georgia Municipal Association (GMA) for consideration. I am pleased that all 44 
Council members signed this important document.  Special appreciation goes to Chairman 
Sam Norton for the idea and to Kevin Tallant for writing the document and then finally de-

livering it, fully executed, to GMA.  

 Adam Hazell and other planners within the state have been busy hosting a National lev-
el Planning Conference in Atlanta in April. Glad we are involved in this program. 

 Congrats to our Workforce Development (WD) staff on their accomplishments of work-
ing with our Youth, Adult and Dislocated Workers. When we took over the WD in this re-
gion, I promised that the GMRC would be involved in all 13 counties and not just a few. I 
can honestly tell you that our WD staff, led by John Phillips, have served the entire region 

and not just selected counties. If we are coming  to your county, please help us get the 
word out to individuals who need our services.  

 Our Economic Development staff, led by Heather Feldman, attended the Georgia Association of Regional Com-
missions (GARC) Economic Development Conference, along with myself and Chairman Sam Norton. The confer-
ence was held at Brasstown Valley Resort in Young Harris. 

 Faith Bryan recently opened bids on the upcoming Aerial Photography/LiDAR project. Currently we have 25 coun-

ties that are a part of this huge project. Please encourage your counties to stay the course and help us keep the 

rates down for everyone. One county said they save 50% on their cost, or about $30K savings for them alone. 

 Kudos to Becky Sievers, Jim Conley and Bill Chafin for their continued work on our GMRC FY15 Budget and Re-
volving Loan Fund (RLF) projects. We are ready for approval of the budget and seem to be working on the RLF 
on a regular basis. 

 Our support staff, led by Peggy Lovell, are always behind every project that is run in this organization. Marissa 
Smith is the smiling voice you hear when you call our office, but works with Peggy to assist with Administrative 

duties. 

 We have a great staff in the GMRC and I am proud of every one of our employees. 

Employee Spotlight 

Joe Rothwell is a Regional Planner for the GMRC with a specialty in  

historic preservation.  He graduated with a Masters and Bachelors of 

Fine Arts in Historic Preservation from the Savannah College of Art and  

Design. Among Joe’s many accomplishments is working on a project 

that  won the Marguerite Williams Award, which is presented to the  

project having the most impact on preservation in the state as well as 

the Excellence in Rehabilitation Award. The Regional Commission is 

honored to have Joe as part of the team. When not at work, Joe  

spends his time renovating his own home with wife, Traci. They travel 

together running marathons and Joe recently completed a marathon  

at Disney World (26.2 Miles). However, Joe now faces his most  

important project to date, he and Traci are expecting a son in early  

October. We wish them both the best and send our congratulations!  
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
  DATE  TIME            EVENT                          LOCATION ___    _________                   

May 27  10am-2pm MTU Job Assistance        Union County Library 

May 29  10am-2pm MTU Job Assistance        Rabun County Library 

May 29  6:00 pm  GMRC Council/Legislative Appreciation Dinner     Dawson County Middle School 

June 10 10am-2pm MTU Job Assistance        White County Library 

June 12 10am-2pm Rabun County Job Fair        Rabun Civic Center  

June 16 10am-2pm MTU Job Assistance        Stephens County Library 

June 17 10am-2pm MTU Job Assistance        Cumming Library 

June 19 10am-2pm MTU Job Assistance        Hart County Adult Learning Center 

June 26 6:00pm  GMRC Council Meeting        Lake Rabun Club—Rabun County  

June 29 10am-2pm MTU Job Assistance        Rabun County Library  

                     

For more information on these events, contact Marissa Smith at 770-538-2626 or msmith@gmrc.ga.gov 

Brasstown Valley and Resort 

Young Harris, Georgia 

Lake Chatuge 

The Ridges Resort & Marina 

Hiawassee, Georgia 

 

Sawnee Mountain Preserve 

Forsyth County, Georgia  
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 OneGeorgia Application Submitted Joint  

Development Authority of Franklin, Hart, and  
Stephens – Broadband Phase II  

 GMRC Economic Development (ED) Staff attended 

the GARC ED Conference held at Brasstown Valley  

 Heather Feldman was elected Chair of the statewide 
ED Pros group 

 ED staff is working on preparing an application for 
Redevelopment Funding for the City of Lavonia’s 
Historic Cannery Restoration project 

 OneGeorgia grant funding in the amount of 

$800,000 was awarded to the Gainesville and Hall 
County Development Authority for the purchase of 
machinery and equipment to facilitate the expan-
sion of King’s Hawaiian.    

Economic Development 

Information Services 

 On May 1st, Governor Nathan Deal signed a  

proclamation designating May as Georgia Historic 
Preservation Month. Preservation events will be held 
across the state highlighting Georgia’s history,  

culture, and heritage throughout the month. 

Pictured above (l to r):  
Sharman Southall, GDOT; Commissioner Mark Wil-
liams; Tammy Herron, The Society for Georgia Archaeolo-

gy; Dr. David Crass, Division Director; Joe Rothwell, 
Georgia Mountains Regional Commission; Governor 
Nathan Deal; Georgia Trust Chairman Ira Levy; Georgia 
Trust President and CEO Mark C. McDonald; Stephanie Jor-
dan, Georgia Historic Preservation Division; Georgia Trust 
Director of Preservation Kate Ryan; Richard Laub, Georgia 
State University; Leigh Burns, Georgia Historic Preservation 
Division; David Franz, Brockington & Associates 

 The annual update for the City of Gainesville’s  
Capital Improvement Element has been approved by 
the Department of Community Affairs (DCA) 

 The Hazard Mitigation Plans for Franklin,  
Habersham and Stephens Counties have been  
approved by the Federal Emergency Management  

Agency (FEMA).  (This means all GMRC counties are 
now up to date!) 

 Banks County and the City of Lula are applying for 
DCA’s PlanFirst designation. 

 FY15 contracts for Rural Transit assistance through 
DHS will be delivered soon.  Communities wishing to 
discuss changes to their existing levels of service 

should contact Adam Hazell at ahazell@gmrc.ga.gov. 

Planning Services 

 The Governor’s Office of Highway Safety conducted 
the Making a Safer Forsyth Tour from May 7th 
through May 10th.  Events were held for child  
passenger safety, dangers of impaired/distracted 

driving, bicycle and pedestrian safety.  Lindsay  
Addison, GMRC CarFit Coordinator held two CarFit 
Events during the tour.  One event was held at the 
Forsyth County Senior Center and the other was 
held at Central Park. 

 Faith Bryan and Andrea Newsom attended the  
Development District Association of Appalachia 

(DDAA) Professional Development Conference  

held in Kingsport, Tennessee.  Faith attended the 
Information Technology sessions and Andrea  
attended the Human Resources sessions. 

 GMRC received six quotations in response to the 
2015 Aerial Photography/LiDAR Request For  

Proposal.  The review committee, comprised of 
county participant volunteers, met to evaluate all 
submitted proposals.  Three of the vendors have 
been invited to present their proposals on May 27th 
at 1:00pm in the GMRC J.B. Jones Training Room. 
If you would like to attend, please RSVP to Faith 
Bryan at (770)538-2614 or fbryan@gmrc.ga.gov. 

 GMRC staff has been requested to update the  
Zoning Maps for the cities of Avalon, Clermont,  
Gillsville and Lavonia. 

 City of Lula has requested our assistance with  
Local Maintenance and Improvement Grant (LMIG) 
road mileage compilation.  

 GMRC staff has produced 2’ elevation contours for 

two projects, one in Franklin County and the  
other in Rabun County for an engineering firm. 

 Only a few days left to participate in our survey for 
the Digital Economy Plan.  GMRC staff would like to 
have your input as it relates to broadband and in-
ternet access in our region.  The survey will be 

available until May 31st.  Please go to 
www.gmrc.ga.gov to participate in the survey. 

GMRC Legislative Appreciation Dinner 

May 29th at 6:00pm 

Dawson County Middle School 

RSVP by May 23rd to Peggy Lovell at 770-538-2607 

mailto:ahazell@gmrc.ga.gov
mailto:fbryan@gmrc.ga.gov
http://www.gmrc.ga.gov


Workforce Development 
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 Held 2 Summer Work Program Orientations in 

White County and Hall County for 85 youth pre-
paring for Summer Work Program.  Two youth made 
presentations at the Orientations 

 Attended and participated in the Career Fair Meeting 
at Banks County High School 

 Attended Stephens County Family Connections 
Meeting 

 Conducted Intake at the Rabun County Mountain 
Education Center to begin implementation of a Cred-
it Recovery Program. 

 The Mobile Training Units (MTU) are here to  
assist individuals throughout our region with job 

search assistance, building a resume, going back to 
school, and brushing up on interview skills.  The 

MTUs partner with libraries and civic organizations 
throughout the Georgia Mountains Region to bring 
these job assistant tools straight to individuals.  For 
more information on having one of our MTUs in your 
community contact Micah Thomas or Keith Krauth at 
770-538-2727 . 

 Below are the current number of responses our 

MTU’s have had for the month of May. 

Mobile Training Units 

Total Job Searches 69 

Total Job App 41 

Total Resumes 86 

Total Interviews 1 

Total Interest Survey 4 

Total Training Sessions 45 

Total Testing  2 

Total Typing Assessments  0 

Total GMRC Info 87 

Total Unemployment Claims 73 

Computer Trainings 0 

Microsoft Office Classes  0 

Total Responses  408 

“During my first semester in the Radiologic Tech-

nology program at Lanier Technical College, a fel-

low student told me about the WIA financial aid 

program.  At that time, I was a single mom wait-

ing on tables to pay my bills.    

The WIA program was wonderful.   They were a 

resource that gave me the opportunity to achieve 

my goals and financially make it happen.   WIA 

allowed me the freedom to concentrate on 

schoolwork and helped me not to stress over pay-

ing for school.   My whole  

experience with WIA was great.  Everything was 

handled in a timely manner.    

I thought the Radiologic Tech program at Lanier 

Technical College was great also.  It was hard to 

get through, but it taught me what this field was 

all about.  The instructors were encouraging and 

helpful in my training. 

Within one months’ time of completing my train-

ing program, I was offered a fulltime high paying 

job working as a Radiology Technologist at North-

east Georgia Imaging Center. 

I would like to encourage anyone to try WIA.  The 

application process is thorough, but once every-

thing is completed, it is worth it.  WIA is the best 

thing I have ever applied for in regards to financ-

ing my education.  I am so thankful for programs 

like this”.           
       Christina 

Workforce Development 

Success Story 


